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ORDONNANCE DE LEVÉE PARTIELLE DE L’ORDONNANCE DE 
HUIS CLOS DES TRANSCRIPTIONS PAR STÉNOGRAPHIE DU 

DOSSIER HC-21 ENTENDU LE 5 AVRIL 2018 
 

 

I. LE CONTEXTE 

[1] Le 5 avril 2018, la Procureure de la Commission d’enquête sur les relations 
entre les Autochtones et certains services publics au Québec: écoute, réconciliation 
et progrès (la « Commission ») Me Suzanne Arpin a présenté devant le 
Commissaire Jacques Viens une demande verbale de huis clos dans le dossier HC-
21, entendu le jour même. 

[2] Me Arpin a allégué que ce dossier relevant de l’application de la Loi sur la 
protection de la jeunesse (c. P-34.1) (la « LPJ ») soit tenu à huis clos afin de 
protéger l’identité du ou des témoins entendus, incluant les enfants et les parents 
visés par le témoignage, ainsi que la confidentialité des renseignements personnels. 

[3] Le Commissaire a accueilli la demande de huis clos et a rendu les 
ordonnances verbales suivantes, le 5 avril 2018 :  

ORDONNE la tenue à huis clos de l’audience du ou des témoins dans 
le dossier HC-21 prévue ce jour devant la Commission concernant un 
cas d’espèce relevant de l’application de la Loi sur la protection de la 
jeunesse; 

INTERDIT à quiconque de divulguer, de publier, de communiquer 
ou de diffuser l’ensemble du témoignage dans le dossier HC-21; 

ORDONNE que les médias prennent les mesures pour que les 
appareils d’enregistrement visuel ou sonore soient inopérants, afin de 
respecter la présente ordonnance; 

ORDONNE l’exclusion des personnes qui ne sont pas autorisées 
selon l’article 44 des Règles de procédure et de fonctionnement de la 
Commission à assister aux audiences à huis clos; 

ORDONNE aux procureurs de la Commission d’examiner les 
transcriptions par sténographie du témoignage dans le dossier HC-21 
pour effectuer le caviardage nécessaire de façon à soustraire tous 
éléments identificatoires des personnes concernées par le présent 
dossier. 

[4] Un projet des transcriptions par sténographie du témoignage dans le dossier 
HC-21 a été transmis aux participants et à l’intervenant à la Commission le   
14 juin 2018, leur laissant quinze (15) jours pour émettre tous commentaires, 
correctifs ou contestations. 

II. LA DÉCISION 

[5] CONSIDÉRANT que le Décret 1095-2016 adopté par le gouvernement du 
Québec le 21 décembre 2016, constituant la présente Commission d’enquête selon 
l’article 1 de la Loi sur les commissions d’enquête (c. C-37), mentionne : 

« QUE les audiences de la Commission soient publiques et que celle-
ci puisse, lorsqu’elle l’estime approprié, mener ses travaux à huis clos 
ou prendre toute autre mesure afin de protéger l’identité de témoins et 
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qu'on ajourne cinq (5) minutes? 1 

LE COMMISSAIRE : 2 

Oui. 3 

Me PAUL CRÉPEAU : 4 

Oui? 5 

LE COMMISSAIRE : 6 

Le temps de libérer madame Penosway.  Je pense 7 

qu'elle n'a pas besoin de ça. 8 

SUSPENSION 9 

---------- 10 

REPRISE 11 

LA GREFFIÈRE : 12 

La Commission reprend. 13 

LE COMMISSAIRE : 14 

Oui alors, rebonjour.  Alors, je comprends, Maître 15 

Arpin, qu'en ce qui concerne les prochains 16 

dossiers, vous avez des demandes à formuler? 17 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN : 18 

Oui, Monsieur le Commissaire.  Alors, je prends la 19 

relève dans des dossiers à huis clos.  Alors, je 20 

vais vous faire des demandes de huis clos dans les 21 

dossiers portant les numéros : 22 

— à treize heures (13h) : le huis clos 20 (HC-20); 23 

et 24 

— à quatorze heures (14h) : huis clos 21 (HC-21). 25 
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Et ce sont des demandes qui sont faites dans des 1 

dossiers actifs, impliquant le Directeur de la 2 

Protection de la Jeunesse.  Donc, en vertu du 3 

décret créant la Commission, de nos règles de 4 

procédures et de la Loi sur la protection de la 5 

jeunesse, et afin de protéger l'identité et la 6 

confidentialité des informations concernant les 7 

enfants, les parents et les témoins, je vais vous 8 

demander d'ordonner un huis clos, le tout 9 

accompagné d'une ordonnance de non-publication, 10 

non-diffusion, non-divulgation, et non-11 

communication.  Ainsi qu'une ordonnance de levée 12 

partielle de l'ordonnance de non-divulgation afin 13 

de déposer les notes sténographiques caviardées, 14 

ultérieurement. 15 

LE COMMISSAIRE : 16 

Est-ce que vous avez des commentaires?  Maître 17 

Boucher?  Maître Robillard?  Maître Laganière?  18 

Maître Coderre? 19 

Me MARIE-PAULE BOUCHER : 20 

Pas d'objection. 21 

LE COMMISSAIRE : 22 

Ça va?  Bon, alors, comme dans plusieurs autres cas 23 

jusqu'à maintenant, alors : 24 

CONSIDÉRANT que la Commission entend faire la 25 
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preuve dans les dossiers HC-20 et HC-21, de cas 1 

d'espèce relevant de l'application de la Loi sur la 2 

protection de la jeunesse; 3 

CONSIDÉRANT les pouvoirs qui me sont conférés selon 4 

le décret 1095-2016 adopté par le Gouvernement du 5 

Québec, le vingt et un (21) décembre deux mille 6 

seize (2016), constituant la présente Commission; 7 

CONSIDÉRANT les articles 43 et 47, et 88 des règles 8 

de procédure et de fonctionnement de la Commission; 9 

CONSIDÉRANT plus spécialement les articles 11.2 et 10 

11.2.1, 82, et 96 de la Loi sur la protection de la 11 

jeunesse; 12 

POUR CES MOTIFS : 13 

J'ORDONNE la tenue à huis clos de l'audience des 14 

témoins dans les dossiers HC-20 et HC-21, prévus ce 15 

jour devant la Commission, concernant des cas 16 

d'espèce relevant de l'application de la Loi sur la 17 

protection de la jeunesse; 18 

INTERDIT à quiconque de divulguer, de publier, de 19 

communiquer ou de diffuser l'ensemble du témoignage 20 

ou des témoignages dans les dossiers HC-20 et 21 

HC-21; 22 

ORDONNE que les médias prennent les mesures pour 23 

que les appareils d'enregistrements visuels ou 24 

sonores soient inopérants, afin de respecter la 25 
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présente ordonnance; et ultérieurement, 1 

J'ORDONNE la levée partielle des transcriptions par 2 

sténographie des témoignages dans les dossiers 3 

HC-20 et HC-21 qui seront entendus aujourd'hui, 4 

relevant de l'application de la Loi sur la 5 

protection de la jeunesse, de façon à permettre de 6 

protéger l'identité des témoins, incluant les 7 

enfants et les parents visés par les témoignages, 8 

ainsi que la confidentialité des renseignements 9 

personnels. 10 

Alors sera sur le site internet de la 11 

Commission, éventuellement, la transcription 12 

caviardée de façon à respecter les dispositions de 13 

la Loi. 14 

Alors, sur ce, nous allons suspendre et 15 

reprendre à treize heures (13 h), à huis clos. 16 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN : 17 

Exact. 18 

LE COMMISSAIRE : 19 

Et, en ce qui concerne les audiences publiques, 20 

elles reprendront à neuf heures (9 h) demain matin. 21 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN : 22 

Parfait.  Merci. 23 

LE COMMISSAIRE : 24 

Bonne fin d'avant-midi.  À cet après-midi. 25 
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 1 
Témoin citoyen 2 
Affirmation solennelle 3 

---------- 4 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  5 

Welcome Mr.  We’ll listen to you 6 

carefully.  Me Arpin?  7 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  8 

 Yes.  Mr. I would like that you introduce 9 

yourself, your birthplace, community, where you’re 10 

living now.   11 

M. :  12 

Hey, my name is that's my 13 

full name, and my birthdate is on August seven (7), 14 

  I reside in 15 

  16 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  17 

And you are an Algonquin.  18 

M. :  19 

And I’m an Algonquin too.  20 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  21 

Okay.  And you have a lot of children?  22 

M. :  23 

Not a lots, it’s only seven (7).  24 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  25 
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“Only seven (7)”, okay.  So you have... 1 

(inaudible). 2 

M. :  3 

Then they grow up. (Laughing). 4 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  5 

It’s a bit more than high.   6 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN : 7 

And what are the names of your children?  8 

M. :  9 

My oldest is   The second one is 10 

  The third one is  all of 11 

them.  And then  And then  and then 12 

  And    13 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  14 

Okay.  15 

M. :  16 

 too, so I... (inaudible).  Four (4) 17 

and three (3) on that, yes.  18 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  19 

And I think your residence is in   20 

M. :  21 

Yes.  I’ve... before it all began, because I stayed 22 

in... we talked about it, because we only had three 23 

(3) children at the time, three (3) kids and one... 24 

another one was on the way, but we... she stayed in 25 
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d’assermenter madame si elle a l’intention de...  1 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  2 

Oui.  3 

Me MARIE-PAULE BOUCHER : 4 

... témoigner?  Merci.  5 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  6 

 Yes.  We’ll ask you... you are testifying.  We’ll 7 

ask the Clerk to proceed to... the oath with you 8 

also.  So what you’ll be... what you’ll have to say 9 

will be considered as evidence.  10 

Mrs. :  11 

Okay.  12 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  13 

Okay?  So...  14 

Mrs. :  15 

Okay.  16 

----------  17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 
  25 



VOLUME 80 HC-21 
5 AVRIL 2018 
 
  

- 186 - 

1 
Témoin citoyenne 2 

---------- 3 

LE COMMISSAIRE : 4 

 And I understand that what you said before was the 5 

truth?  6 

Mrs. :  7 

Yeah.  8 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  9 

 Okay.  Thank you.  Me Arpin?  10 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  11 

Yes.  When you were in you have an 12 

apartment with many bedrooms?  13 

Mrs. :  14 

 I had one (1) bedroom apartment at the time, when I 15 

first started living in   My address was 16 

, and that's where the DPJ got 17 

involved.  18 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  19 

 Okay.  And at that moment, you had with you how many 20 

children?  21 

Mrs. :  22 

 I had my three (3) kids, and then I had my daughter, 23 

she was born... two thousand and nine (2009).  I 24 

believe.  (Laughing) 25 
  26 
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around, because, you know, like, she was saying 1 

that... that's what they said, we had a problem.  2 

When we live separately, you know.  She’s got to go 3 

back and come back, you know.  But really, it was... 4 

for... this is for my kids’ education.  It’s not 5 

because we separated, you know?  It’s because we 6 

talked about it before.  It’s because everything we 7 

told them, it’s in their report, that they twist 8 

everything around, it’s not what it is.  You know 9 

what I mean.  It’s like they... we tell them 10 

something and they say, “this is how it is”, how 11 

the... the conjugal violence, you know, the 12 

addiction, they have... get mad all the time, you 13 

know, like, their anger...  It’s like that.  That's 14 

how we lost my two (2) small ones, and 15 

and that's how they convinced the judge, 16 

because they twist everything around, they turned 17 

the table on us, when we were trying to work with 18 

them.  But every time we try to work with them, they 19 

would, like, a... “no, it’s... there’s no way, it’s 20 

not going to work this way”, you know what I mean?  21 

That's what they kept telling us that. 22 

Every time we were trying to meet them halfway, 23 

they kept closing the door on us, when we were 24 

trying to find solutions, find a way, what is it 25 
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that they want, you know, like, they just say... all 1 

they want me to say was just jump, and all they 2 

wanted to hear was how high, from both of us, to 3 

tell them that. 4 

That was just that simple the way  5 

worked.  He used, he manipulated the 6 

system so bad, that  was working with him 7 

all that time, and they manipulated that system so 8 

bad that they didn’t even have to look at the 9 

children, the Youth Protection Act at all.  Because 10 

they knew that in so well they didn’t even to have 11 

to read it.  That's how they manipulated so much, 12 

and that's how most of the people back home, even in 13 

another reserve, that's how they get manipulated, 14 

they...  One family to another, they always say 15 

every family is different.  How could it be any 16 

different when you’re using the same thing, like 17 

you’re saying the... we have a drug and alcohol 18 

problem, and another family, you’re saying the same 19 

thing, drugs and alcohol problem, and they’re 20 

telling us that, every file is different. 21 

No, it’s not different.  You’re still saying 22 

the same thing from one person to another, it’s... 23 

you have an alcohol problem and a drug problem.  24 

What everybody that's lined up is like that, they’re 25 
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looking at them like, in their eyes like that.  So 1 

how could it be a file any different, just because 2 

we have different parents?  You know.  That's the 3 

question I was asking and that's why it took me 4 

about nine (9) months, six (6) to nine (9) months, 5 

to look at all the Youth Protection Act and all the 6 

head bosses and what's their job, what they’re 7 

supposed to do to help the parents or the couples or 8 

anybody that needs the help. 9 

But us, we were just doing...  We were about... 10 

Ever since I lost my mom, they attacked me.  When I 11 

lost my mom of diabetes, you know, like seven (7) 12 

years ago - eight (8) years ago now - they attacked 13 

me, because I don't have a family to back... the mom 14 

and dad to back me up, to help me to watch my kids 15 

or whatever.  They thought I was going to be the one 16 

that's going to be sitting back and let them take my 17 

kids away.  But they were wrong about that. 18 

I stood up.  Because I know I wasn’t wrong.  I 19 

have a job there, I'm responsible for the whole 20 

community to , you know, to help the 21 

little kids, you know, the Elders not to get cold, 22 

and I have to... for the school to open, you know.  23 

That's a big responsibility.  Even to help in the 24 

clinic, I have to provide all  25 
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You know, if I was really an alcoholic and a 1 

drug addict, do you think they would hand me that 2 

job, just like that, and I was... if I was really an 3 

alcoholic and a drug addict?  I don't think so.  I 4 

don't think I’d be having this job this long either.  5 

I think the Chief and Council would probably... 6 

would have never have given me this job at all, you 7 

know?  And these people... and they were trying to 8 

make me feel bad, make me look bad on... in front of 9 

the courts, on their own system that wasn’t even 10 

fair at all.  Even other... lawyers were... got 11 

convinced on that, because of the way they... it’s 12 

like a... I’m an outraging alcoholic, like, I can’t 13 

stop drinking, I can’t stop doing drugs. 14 

I stopped doing everything on my own.  I didn’t 15 

even have to go to treatment, because somebody’s... 16 

When they told me that, you know, like, I'm not even 17 

an alcoholic or a drug addict. 18 

Ask yourself that question.  If somebody ever 19 

ask you that you’re an alcohol and a drug addict, 20 

and then you have a responsibility to do in your 21 

reserve, what is there to admit.  My dad raised me, 22 

like, not to be like... they have responsibility.  23 

It’s the same thing like having kids.  You can’t 24 

leave them, can’t let them starve.  Always have food 25 
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on the table.  You got to provide them what they 1 

need.  I know every single one of you is probably 2 

doing the same thing that have kids.  3 

LE COMMISSAIRE : 4 

 How many people do you have in  Around.  5 

Mrs. :  6 

There’s  houses...  7 

M. :  8 

Yeah.  9 

Mrs. :  10 

... in   11 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  12 

  13 

Mrs. :  14 

Yeah.  15 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  16 

... houses?   17 

M. :  18 

 We got two (2) schools, one for the head start, and 19 

one for the... I don't know what you would say,...  20 

Mrs. :  21 

Elementary.  22 

M. :  23 

... elementary.  And we got a clinic.  24 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  25 
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 And I understand that there are many people in every 1 

houses?  2 

M. :  3 

Yeah.  4 

Mrs. :  5 

 Some of the houses are overpacked.  Some of the 6 

houses... some people move out of the reserve 7 

because there’s...  8 

M. :  9 

Yeah.  10 

Mrs. :  11 

... lack of housing.  12 

M. :  13 

Uh-hum. 14 

Mrs. :  15 

 For me and our... most of our family members 16 

moved out... well, his family... but my family, they 17 

moved out of the reserve because like the housing, 18 

they wanted to start their own lives somewhere else. 19 

So, that's one of the things that, we have to face, 20 

because I had no family support when I had to go 21 

through the Court, and now that I have my family 22 

support, it’s a lot better.  We’re doing well and 23 

better anyways, because I have my family.  I had to 24 

reach out. 25 
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 Going up against with, you know, what kind of 1 

questions that he was going to try to do or what was 2 

his little game tactic to us.  You know, there were 3 

so many ways that he... like, he tried to play this 4 

game like he was scaring his employees?  5 

Mrs. :  6 

Yeah. 7 

M. :  8 

 Like he had some kind of a panic button?  He had 9 

some kind of a white thing in his hand, and he said, 10 

“if you threaten - or something like that - to my 11 

employees there, I’ll... the police will be here in 12 

two minutes.”  Like, what's going on...  You know. 13 

Like, I was getting scared, like, what the hell am I 14 

going to supposed to be at mad here?  Or, you know 15 

what I mean, like, I just stood quiet, you know, 16 

“okay”, you know.  If you want me to get... if you 17 

think I'm going to get mad, I won’t say a thing, you 18 

know.  That's what was going through my head.   19 

But when he... when I didn’t answer more... 20 

anything like that, I just kept looking at him, you 21 

know, just look at the... there was and  22 

with him at the time, so, that's when he banged the 23 

table when he got mad, you know.  And he tried to 24 

provoke me, you know, in so many ways, because 25 
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there’s other family members, not other fam... other 1 

community members that went through the same thing, 2 

and they kept provoking him, so the people walked 3 

out, because they felt so... like, I don't know, 4 

they provoked him.  So the other couples get up and 5 

they just leave.  So what's written... so that's 6 

what they use against them on the report again, is 7 

that they have a anger problem, because they 8 

didn’t...   is not going to want to sit there, 9 

you know, and listen to somebody trying to provoke 10 

you, you know, like, if I was doing that to you too, 11 

right now, if I got... if I was getting up and start 12 

yelling, you know, you’re going to feel the tension, 13 

you know, you’re going to feel that you don’t want 14 

to be around, if I'm yelling at anybody or you, you 15 

know what I mean, you’re just going to get up and 16 

leave.  You know what I mean?  Like, I wouldn’t sit 17 

there either and just stay... look at this person 18 

get mad.  You don't know what’s going to happen, you 19 

know.  It might be just a ticking bomb, you know. 20 

So that's what other people did, and that's... 21 

me, that's what I was doing and, he thought I was 22 

going to behave like that.  But he did... I...  He’s 23 

the one that got mad instead, he hit the table on... 24 

I said “holy man”, like, it’s kind of...  25 
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LE COMMISSAIRE :  1 

Uh-hum.  2 

M. :  3 

 ... shocking.  I was just waiting for him to grab 4 

me.  That's all I was waiting for.  (Laughing) 5 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  6 

It was...  7 

M. :  8 

 I didn’t... it didn’t happen, he was smart enough to 9 

do it like that.   10 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  11 

Me Arpin?  12 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  13 

 You said that the Youth Protection, I think it was 14 

Mrs. or M.  who told you that you 15 

had anger problems and drugs problem.  Do you 16 

have... did you make some meeting or did you go in a 17 

therapy?  What did you do to... for the return of 18 

your children?  19 

M. :  20 

 What I did... what we did, actually, we did, like I 21 

said, we read the Youth Protection Act, and the head 22 

bosses, what's his job, what's his rule, and same 23 

thing with a case worker.  I studied all three of 24 

them.  So what they were supposed to be doing, but 25 
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which they never even went by the book, they just 1 

went down their own instinct I guess, their own... 2 

the way they were... what they were thinking is what 3 

they think is right, you know, because they... 4 

Because when we are... the way they were 5 

talking to us, you know, they show us a letter 6 

first, like,... let me see, how would they... there 7 

was number of times that they make us read a letter, 8 

to make us upset, that they report more like it.  9 

It’s more like a report.  They show us the paper, so 10 

that way they’re going to throw us off track. 11 

I knew what their tactics were, but I just... I 12 

read it, you know.  It was kind of upsetting.  So 13 

we... I know they were going after  first, 14 

because she is so sensitive, you know.  All the 15 

report that they were saying, you know, that's the 16 

wrong... that's the bad things that we did, but 17 

never a good thing. 18 

So, I started talking to her, to my partner 19 

anyway, she was like, “you know, this is what they 20 

want to do, they want to throw us off track.”  And I 21 

know this is their... “they’ve been doing this for 22 

far too long”, I was telling her. 23 

So after, when we started dealing with a lot of 24 

things, talking to a bunch of lawyers to help us 25 
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to... well, my... the way I wanted to proceed it, 1 

anyways.  How I proceeded, everything was, I was 2 

talking to the lawyers and I was asking questions.  3 

I told them, “well, I'm going to be telling things, 4 

but if I'm doing... if I'm going to be doing 5 

something wrong, you just stop me.” 6 

So I did.  So, because all those times, I was 7 

always head on with the DJP,   8 

and   I always had problems with them.  They 9 

always tried to... they’re trying to throw me off 10 

track or...  I always stucked to the same questions.  11 

I doesn’t matter how you try to do it.  I know these 12 

tactics already, you know, they just... they just 13 

wanted to get me mad or...  It’s... it was so 14 

simple, it was so obvious what they were trying to 15 

do to me, but I always met up with them head on.  16 

You... “we’re not going to have this meeting because 17 

you’re not cooperating.”  How... I'm trying to ask 18 

questions here, you’re supposed to answer to me, 19 

as... you know, the questions, if I don't know what 20 

you’re trying to... what you’re trying to say, it’s 21 

not like I'm not cooperating.  In fact, if I don’t 22 

understand the word, what it means, if I ask you 23 

what it means, you do... you’re going to answer to 24 

me, right?  See,...  25 
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LE COMMISSAIRE :  1 

I hope so.  2 

M. :  3 

 ... you know.  That's what I was doing.  It was 4 

pretty, like...  5 

Mrs. :  6 

 Okay.  I'm going to tell you about the behaviour, 7 

like...  is really loud, okay?  He’s known, in 8 

my reserve all over, that he has a loud voice.  And 9 

he can talk loud.  And me, I don’t mind him, because 10 

I know how he is, and that's where they said he has 11 

anger problems, issue problems, he gets mad easily, 12 

he doesn’t come down to the tone level where he’s 13 

supposed to be, at... everybody’s normal tone level. 14 

But, I know, everybody knows in  15 

And now, the workers at the DPJ know how he 16 

talks now.  It took them eight (8) years to figure 17 

his tone level.  And that's long that, you know.  18 

They kept repeating it, repeating it, over and over, 19 

how he act, how he talks, and, I don't know... 20 

they... well, they put it in the file, that he has 21 

anger problems, that's why, they put that in the 22 

file.  And I'm like, “that's stupid, they should 23 

have just said is loud.”  And... it’s...  I 24 

don't know.  I'm mumbling.  My words doesn’t want to 25 



VOLUME 80 HC-21 
5 AVRIL 2018 
 
  

- 201 - 

come out right. 1 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  2 

 Oh, I know he speaks loud, but I didn’t write he was 3 

mad.  (Laughing) 4 

M. :  5 

 It’s like, you know, like, I went through a lot... 6 

we went through a lot of... - how would you... any 7 

idea of...  8 

Mrs. :  9 

 Work... 10 

M. :  11 

 ... – workshops.  We went through a lot of workshop, 12 

we have...  13 

Mrs. :  14 

Um-hum. 15 

M. :  16 

 ... all these...  I don't have them on us now, but 17 

we went through a lot, you know?  18 

Mrs. :  19 

 I went... we went to the Medicine Wheel, the 20 

Parenting Skills, Diabetes Skills, Healthwise, 21 

the...  22 

M. :  23 

Survival skills.  24 

Mrs. :  25 
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 ... Surviver Skills, we went through a lot, and they 1 

didn’t recognize none of that.  Until two (2) years 2 

ago, when  asked me to enter in Maison 3 

de Famille in   They meant... they came up 4 

with this idea, it’s called Pitigan(ph) project, and 5 

that was the only time they accepted it, when 6 

that... when they did their own workshop.  And that 7 

kind of pissed me off because, I have all the papers 8 

and they never mentioned none of my papers.  The 9 

things that I... that we did, me and   And 10 

it’s a disgrace how they work because, we worked so 11 

hard at... put many hours in there, to try and get 12 

back my kids, and it’s... it was... I was really 13 

upset when they didn’t recognize our certificates, 14 

what we had. 15 

We do a lot of volunteering in  a 16 

lot, and people know that, we were the first ones in 17 

 to be chosen to do activities such as 18 

pow-wow, [wisdom knowing], activities for hockey, 19 

like tournaments, coaches, we’re... we’re here this 20 

weekend again for our son.  And next weekend, we’re 21 

going to Amos and then the following after, we’re 22 

going to Three-Rivers.  So it’s... like, we’re busy 23 

parents, even though we lost our kids, we still 24 

manage to do that, all of it. 25 
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The Chief over there, in our reserve, they told 1 

him not to speak in one of our meetings, when we had 2 

 meet...  3 

M. :  4 

(Inaudible). 5 

Mrs. :  6 

 ... up with us.  Well that’s...  They told the 7 

Chief, “you don’t say anything, you just come here 8 

to support and   I had the two (2) 9 

councillors in there and the Chief, and they told 10 

them to shut up. 11 

And why did they, like, at... that was the 12 

first step where we started looking at the Youth 13 

Protection Act and the Social Service Act, our 14 

rights, our Charter of rights, our kids’ rights, 15 

everything that comes with it.  That's why we 16 

started... 17 

“Why did they tell the Chief this... not to do 18 

this?  I thought the Chief has the power to say 19 

something when it comes to his people, I said.  It’s 20 

not right that... what they did to us.” 21 

And I was, like, “make him a list of what they 22 

did... to us”, and that's where we made our 23 

complaint, to Philippe Mayrand, the Commissioner of 24 

complaints in Gatineau.  And then, after that, we 25 
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made a letter to the ombudsman. 1 

And now, we got a letter from the ombudsman, 2 

and now we’re... our next step is to go to...  3 

M. :  4 

To Human Rights.  5 

Mrs. :  6 

... to Human Rights.  7 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  8 

Human rights.  9 

Mrs. :  10 

 That's the next step, we’re going.  And... I can’t 11 

wait for that reply, because it’s been a long, hard 12 

struggle for us to...  13 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  14 

But did...  15 

Mrs. :  16 

... do that.  17 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  18 

... something happened with the ombudsman?  19 

M. :  20 

 Yeah, we didn’t like the...  The report they had was 21 

for the DYP to change some... their ways towards us.  22 

Like they just started, like, not too long ago, 23 

but... given up kids.  Well, actually, when24 

retired, everything changed.  Throught 25 
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Daniel... 1 

Mrs. :  2 

Latour.  3 

M. :  4 

 ... Latour.  He’s the one that made the changes 5 

because they had fourteen (14) recommendations, from 6 

the ombudsman, so that's what they told them, to 7 

change their case worker.  That was done right away, 8 

that was  to .  9 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  10 

So is it going better now?  11 

M. :  12 

 In some ways. 13 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  14 

Some ways. 15 

M. :  16 

 Somewhat.  But I wish my kids were home right now.  17 

Don’t expect that... I didn’t expect that overnight 18 

either, so.  19 

Mrs. : 20 

 We’re getting a lot more access with our two (2) 21 

young ones that are placed till they’re eighteen 22 

(18), and  those are the ones we have 23 

outside.  I get visits Thurdays... we get visits 24 

Thursdays and weekends, every two (2) weekends in a 25 
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month.  That's about it for that.  And holidays and 1 

special occasions, what's happening in our reserve, 2 

that's the time we get our kids.  3 

M. :  4 

 But the only thing I don’t really... because what 5 

they’re not really following is to, it’s the... 6 

that’s their home... I don’t even know how many of 7 

them in there, because if I do remember correctly, 8 

that, the Youth Protection Act is that, the foster 9 

parents, where my two (2) small ones are at, on the 10 

same house, that they were supposed to be 11 

communicating with us more, bringing the kids on 12 

their free will, you know, because they get money 13 

for somewhat, to bring them in our community. 14 

Well that hasn’t happened at all yet.  So, you 15 

know what I mean, I don't know what... what's their 16 

excuse.  Because me too, I have to leave my job to 17 

go see my kids, and I have to travel an hour and a 18 

half to go see them, and I... and that's what that 19 

needs to be done too, is to meet the parents, you 20 

know, halfway, not just... not just between me and 21 

my partner here, to go see them all the time, and 22 

expect us to go see them all the time. 23 

You know, it’s the just the way... the way they 24 

treat my kids is not... is very inappropriate, but I 25 
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don't know when this is going to take... you know 1 

what I mean, because one of the foster parents is 2 

hitting my son.  They’re abusing my son.  You know, 3 

we... these are the... I don't know what this foster 4 

parent’s problem is, but you know, that's what 5 

they’re doing to my son.  You know, it’s... they’re 6 

doing nothing.  7 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  8 

 I understand your son... your children are in 9 

 10 

M. :  11 

Yes.  12 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  13 

It’s about an hour and a half...  14 

M. :  15 

Yes.  16 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  17 

... from   18 

M. :  19 

Because I have to travel.  20 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  21 

 Hm.  And the... are those families French-speaking 22 

or...  23 

Mrs. :  24 

Yes.  25 
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like, that doesn’t need to happen.  You know, maybe 1 

there are some people that need help.  Maybe they 2 

should help them instead of taking the kids away.  3 

You know, that's what they were... that's what they 4 

were supposed to do in the first place anyways.  But 5 

me, accusing me, trying to... - how would they say 6 

that... - the character, I mean.   7 

Mrs. :  8 

 Uh...  Oh my God, you say that... you miss 9 

characterization.  I don't know.  10 

M. :  11 

Na... 12 

Mrs. :  13 

 It has to do with the character.  I don't know 14 

what... how you say that, [it’s] weird.  15 

M. :  16 

I don't know how.  17 

Mrs. :  18 

I’ll think about it.  19 

M. : 20 

 Anyways.  That's how they tried to do to me.  They 21 

try to take away everything from me, from... I 22 

didn’t even have the chance to be a dad to my kids, 23 

you know what I mean.  They took that away from me, 24 

they just... took that from me so much.  How am I 25 
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supposed to understand what my son wants, how 1 

would... do I understand what my daughter wants?  2 

Because they are trying to take the identity of the 3 

Anishinaabe that they are. 4 

You know, that's not going to be an easy task 5 

for me when I get them back.  Because I'm going to 6 

have to start from the beginning, and my son is like 7 

five (5) years old now, he’s going to be six (6). 8 

Mrs. :  9 

Six (6). 10 

M. :  11 

Six (6).  And guess how long it’s going to take 12 

me or for him to understand the native tongue now.  13 

And that's my first language. 14 

And now, his first language is French.  See 15 

how, what the system... what it's doing to 16 

everybody.  All the Native people around Quebec 17 

side, all the Anishinaabes, they’re not... they’re 18 

supposed to be working with the people in the 19 

reserve first, not take them out of the reserve.  20 

That's what... that's what I'm saying.  Residential 21 

school, they had to take the kids out of the 22 

reserve, for them to go to school.  And guess what, 23 

foster parents... foster care did, the DPJ is doing 24 

to the kids today.  They’re taking them out of the 25 
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reserve and took... just take away their identity.  1 

That's the same pattern.  They just gave it a new 2 

name.  Well let’s change that name.  It’s not 3 

supposed to be like that.   4 

LE COMMISSAIRE : 5 

Me Arpin, do you have other questions?  6 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN : 7 

 Yes.  How do you feel about the DYP?  You said 8 

before that it was violation of your rights.  Is 9 

that something else you said about the manipulation 10 

they make about the facts?  Do you have an example 11 

for the manipulation of the facts?  When we were 12 

preparing this morning, we were talking about when 13 

you were making drug and alcohol tests. 14 

M. : 15 

 Yeah.  How the...  When they were telling us that we 16 

were... when we don’t begin from theirs, because 17 

when we tried so much to get our kids back and we... 18 

every time we faced at the judge, it wasn’t good 19 

enough for us, our words, because we kept telling 20 

him, “no, we’re not doing anything, we’re not doing 21 

drugs, we’re not doing... drinking, we’re not... 22 

nothing.”  That never... that never went anywhere.  23 

They just kept saying, “no, we’re going to leave the 24 

kids there, the kids don’t want to come home.”  They 25 
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were telling my kids that... to say “your mom and 1 

dad don’t want you.”  That's what they were telling 2 

my kids.  They were telling them that.  Even my kids 3 

today, on the...   and  know.  Well 4 

they didn’t try because was like me.  5 

They ain’t going to... “you, I’m going to listen, 6 

but I'm not going to tell that to my parents”, like, 7 

she’s stubborn. 8 

You can see, you’re going to waste your time on 9 

that, but, she was... she always stood her ground.  10 

It’s her way and no way at all. 11 

But, other than that, when they were telling 12 

them that I was abusing my kids, I was hitting them, 13 

“you were too young when... to remember these 14 

things.”  You know.  The... and that's the same... 15 

what my son told me, and I told, “well, that's not 16 

true”, you know.  I had to tell my kids that “you 17 

think I’d be... if I was really violent to you guys, 18 

do you think I’d be fighting for you?  Ask 19 

yourselves that at home.  If I was really abusing 20 

you guys, do you think I’d want you guys to come 21 

home so I can abuse you guys?  Hit you like what 22 

they said I was doing to you guys?  That's not even 23 

true.  Where’s the scars?  If I was really hitting 24 

you.  Show me a scar.” 25 
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But there was none.  They started to realize 1 

that it was just all... you’re trying to manipulate 2 

my kids’ head.  They always wanted to call.  They 3 

always wanted to call us, but they told them that 4 

they weren’t... 5 

Mrs. : 6 

 It has to be supervised... supervision, because we 7 

were under the supervision for a long time.  For 8 

four (4) years we went to...  9 

M. :  10 

No, you...  11 

Mrs. :  12 

We went...  13 

M. :  14 

You had four (4) years.  15 

Mrs. :  16 

Four (4) years, we...   17 

M. :  18 

I had three (3) years.  19 

Mrs. :  20 

 ... we went in this little room - they have a little 21 

room called “the visiting room” - and there’s a 22 

mirror there, and you... when we stayed there for an 23 

hour, three (3) hours sometimes.  24 

M. :  25 



VOLUME 80 HC-21 
5 AVRIL 2018 
 
  

- 214 - 

Only on Christmas.  1 

Mrs. : 2 

 Because...  Depending if it’s a nice occasion or 3 

Christmas holidays or...  And they told us that, we 4 

had a visit there and...  You’re in a small room, 5 

smaller than... I guess this is the whole room here.  6 

M. :  7 

Or the table to say,...  8 

Mrs. :  9 

The size of the table. 10 

M. :  11 

... or maybe smaller. 12 

Mrs. :  13 

 And it was hot in there.  And, you being watched, 14 

with the supervisor on the other side like that, you 15 

being watched, and me, as a mother, I could not be a 16 

parent there, because I was being watched, because I 17 

had to watch what I had to say to my kids.  That's 18 

what they took away from me.  I couldn’t be a mom 19 

(crying).  When it’s hard for me just to be a mom 20 

with them.  And I lost my mom, my part of being a 21 

mom in there.  And they don’t realize what they’re 22 

doing to us, as parents, because, it’s like, they 23 

take the privileges, and they don’t... they... in a 24 

way, they try to go like this, balance...  25 
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M. :  1 

Juggle it.  2 

Mrs. :  3 

 Juggle it and balance, and manipulate you at the 4 

same time, like.  [I’d say] my kid does some... he 5 

throws toy, they write that down, they judged us for 6 

the... “oh, she’s not being a good parent because 7 

her son threw something at her, and (inaudible) she 8 

didn’t do nothing, she didn’t intervene.”  I had to 9 

do my best not to yell at my kids in front of them.  10 

I could not be a mom, because I was being watched 11 

all the time. 12 

And today, I'm struggling to adjust my place 13 

where they come home and where they stay.  14 

Especially my small ones, they have a hard time.  15 

And it’s hard, because I don't want to yell at them.  16 

I don't want to scream at them.  And I know what 17 

they’re going through in that foster place.  It’s 18 

hard, when you’re a mom, seeing your kid go through 19 

that (still crying). 20 

I told myself I wasn’t going to cry today, but 21 

I have to, because I still carry a lot of hurt and a 22 

lot of pain, what they put me through.  There’s so 23 

many things that they did to me.  They try to make 24 

us separate.  tried to make me break 25 
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up with   “No, is no good,  is 1 

mean, is this, is that.  No good for 2 

your family, you’re going to have to chose between 3 

you and your kids.” 4 

But me, as an Anishinaabe woman, I believe me 5 

to stay with my family, I was told, long time ago, 6 

by my grandparents that, you’re an Anishinaabe 7 

woman, you’re going to stay with your man.  And I 8 

also believe that, I was never going to have another 9 

kid here and there, and that's not my belief that, I 10 

believe to stay with one man, this is what I was 11 

told and I believed it.  And I'm so hurt by that.  12 

I'm sorry. 13 

M. :  14 

 Sometimes I think about that, you know.  What is 15 

their goal.  What is the system’s goal on... by 16 

doing that, to a human person, to a human being.  17 

We’re all human.  Even though they try to do the 18 

same thing to me but... they try, I don’t care how 19 

many of them try, but they didn’t even go anywhere, 20 

they were just... it’s all we can try, it’s all...  21 

uh-hum.  I always tell, “I may not always be right, 22 

but I'm never wrong, because the only person that 23 

will make me angry is me”, you know?  Nobody else.  24 

I get lonely too.  All those lonely times I was home 25 
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alone, I didn’t want to go out, I stayed home.  Just 1 

go to work.  That's it.  Go visit once in a while.  2 

It was hard for me to go around and see other 3 

people’s kids.  I can’t have any... nobody to help 4 

us try to get our kids back, you know.  Because I 5 

was too... even though when I asked, they said they 6 

can’t... they were telling us that... that's what 7 

  and  were saying, that nobody can’t 8 

help us.  You can find the best lawyer in the world, 9 

and they’re ain’t going to get you kids back.  That 10 

somewhat they tried to do, they tried to break me in 11 

so many ways, but it didn’t work. 12 

I just said to myself, “that's gone far too... 13 

far too long now, that's enough, you guys crossed 14 

the line now.”  Now, you know, when they... I didn’t 15 

know how far they were going to go to the extreme.  16 

That's when I started doing the screening test, when 17 

I... with the judge, how do I convince the judge is 18 

what was on... that was my goal to... is to how do I 19 

convince the judge for me not to take away my two 20 

(2) last babies,  and  21 

But the first one was  That's what I 22 

had to try, that's what I was working on, while she 23 

was carrying him, because that's what they were 24 

telling us, that's what was telling us, that 25 





VOLUME 80 HC-21 
5 AVRIL 2018 
 
  

- 219 - 

couldn’t find nothing.  Because they didn’t have 1 

nothing to begin with.  From eight (8) years ago, 2 

they still don’t have nothing today. 3 

Because I know I didn’t do anything wrong.  4 

They just handpicked me, you know, like, yeah, this 5 

guy has got no family, no mom and dad to help him 6 

out or whatever.  And that... they thought I didn’t 7 

know nothing about the system.  Because me, for me, 8 

anyways, I did my best of starting this system, 9 

what... their law. 10 

They were supposed to be, you know, they tried 11 

to apply to my reserve, like, to sign a paper saying 12 

“okay, the DYP can come in anytime”, but, no, we 13 

have to have our own law.  That's what it should be.  14 

All the reserve in Quebec should have their own law, 15 

not yours.  Not the system. 16 

Because us too, we have ways, not just taking 17 

away kids.  Yeah, we can take them, put them in 18 

another house, in the same reserve, but the parents 19 

need to move.  They need to help themselves, they 20 

need to heal themselves.  You ain’t going to heal if 21 

you stay there, you know.  You don’t want to do 22 

nothing about it.  You know, it’s... the choice is 23 

up to that person.  Each and every individual that's 24 

living there have a choice, see how they want to 25 
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raise their kids. 1 

Just like me, I was raised in the bush.  That's 2 

why I chose, that's where I wanted to be and that's 3 

where I stayed. 4 

Before I met her, she didn’t know I existed.  5 

She didn’t know I was living, and there was eight 6 

(8) of us in that family.  Nobody did know who I 7 

was, because I was living in the bush, because 8 

that's where I wanted to live.  That was my school. 9 

You know, these are the things I wanted to 10 

share with my kids.  But apparently, that didn’t 11 

happened, because they thought I was uneducated, you 12 

know, maybe not in a... – how would I put it - 13 

without being any... being prejudiced here 14 

(laughing).  In the White society, you know what I 15 

mean. 16 

VOIX MASCULINE NON IDENTIFIÉE : 17 

 Yes. 18 

M. :  19 

 I have my own ways, that's the Anishinaabe ways, and 20 

then, you got to guys ways, you know, in the White 21 

system.  So, you know what I mean, that's... it’s 22 

similar, but, in the picture, the book, it’s not the 23 

same thing as looking at it in real life, you know 24 

what I mean?  So, you know, I like to feel things, 25 
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you know.  Not just a paper, you know?  Looking at a 1 

picture in the paper.  But reality is like, I like 2 

looking at the nature out there, wildlife, you know.  3 

I love hunting.  Not too much fishing, but I love 4 

hunting more. 5 

You know, that's the things that I was supposed 6 

to be going somewhere, but I can’t... I couldn’t 7 

make it, I had to cancel it because I'm busy this 8 

month, I was supposed to do a survival camp, but, I 9 

can’t make it to that other... other reservation 10 

(inaudible) about an hour and a half from here.  11 

VOIX MASCULINE NON IDENTIFIÉE :  12 

Um.  13 

M. :  14 

 I had to cancel out on that, so.  You know, there’s 15 

a lot of things that I learned from my grandfathers, 16 

both sides, same to my grandmother, my... one side 17 

on my mom’s side - her mom is still around - but 18 

she’s getting old now, she’s sick.  Of all the 19 

teachings that she had showed me - medicines, you 20 

know, the plants, and same thing with the hunting - 21 

both sides of my grandfathers, because they both 22 

lived in the bush, and these are the teachings that 23 

I was... wanted to share with my kids, my boys 24 

anyways, because it’s kind of...   25 
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You know, you got to do it both ways, you know.  1 

You got to show the boys to do some woman stuff, 2 

because then I'm going to be just having a 3 

girlfriend, and then expect him to do everything on 4 

the woman there, showing everything on the woman 5 

side, you know, because that's what I had to learn 6 

me too, I had to learn how to do my own... cook for 7 

myself, you know, do my own laundry, you know?  You 8 

don’t just get a girlfriend so she can do your 9 

laundry and cook for you, you know.  You got to do 10 

it both ways. 11 

These are the things that... that's why we got 12 

along so long, because we’ve been with each other 13 

for like twenty-one (21) years now?  So I don't have 14 

to get married to prove my point, you know.  Um.  15 

That's just the way it is for me, that's not my 16 

belief.  I know my dad got married and my grandpa 17 

got married, but it stops here for me, you know.  So 18 

it’s not... it’s like that.  It’s like that for me 19 

anyways, it’s... 20 

It’s not easy to live surrounded by people that 21 

don’t want to change, because they felt so hurt, 22 

then, try to encourage them to make a complaint 23 

against the DYP, like, try to tell them, you know, 24 

saying it and decide to telling me I can’t force you 25 
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her she doesn’t have a house to stay in.  1 

Mrs. :  2 

A “decent house.”  3 

M. :  4 

 A decent house.  Stability like.  But she’s a 5 

medical coordinator, that they’re telling that too.  6 

Yes. 7 

Mrs. : 8 

 What I don’t understand about the system is... there 9 

are other foster families that are sick, foster 10 

parents that are sick, and they take in children 11 

that are taken away from parents.  And this is being 12 

prejudice... - I don't know how you say it, but - 13 

when they... when it came to my situation, they 14 

didn’t want to take none of these, because of the 15 

reasons.  And being old or being single, no, having 16 

no kids...  But a sickness can take care of a child?  17 

Like, there’s one there that I know, for a family, 18 

she’s on dialysis and she’s a foster parent.  She 19 

may be the same Algonquin, same Nation, but how can 20 

the system do that... to one person... to one 21 

family, and reject this family. 22 

Now it’s... that's one of the things I ask 23 

myself, “why isn’t the system not fair, why did they 24 

tell us this and that, this and this to us?”  That's 25 
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other foster family in place, they say.  But why 1 

couldn’t one of my family members grab her, take her 2 

into her... into their care?  Why couldn’t they just 3 

ask one of my family members? 4 

And that's one of the things that I question a 5 

lot, because there’s no fairness to me when it comes 6 

to other people situation.  I always look at other 7 

people, the way they’re being treated, and that's 8 

just go “tchick”, a snap with a finger like that, 9 

the system just takes my kids away, without being... 10 

fair, I guess, I should say.  Because my kids, 11 

they... listen to the rumors too much.  And they 12 

always say, “we have a reliable source.”  And that's 13 

what they said, to us, “we always have a reliable 14 

source” she said, so... 15 

That, I was like, “who’s your reliable source?” 16 

-Well, we can’t tell you that.  That's what they 17 

always said.  Isn’t everything supposed to be out in 18 

the open?  You know, I ask myself that, those 19 

questions.  There's a lot of questions I ask myself,  20 

“why do they do that to us, why is it... this like 21 

this, why is it that”, you know. 22 

My daughter, she finished her treatment to 23 

[CIA(ph], and still today, it bothers her.  And I 24 

have to deal with it, because at school, she tells 25 
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the second time was... they said that we neglect of 1 

hygiene.  That was another thing too.  That was 2 

the... I think it was the second time they took, 3 

when they placed my kids on that too.  Because so 4 

many things were... when, like, recollect right now, 5 

as we’re asking... questions being asked, and as 6 

we’re talking, we’re trying... as she’s stalking, I 7 

try to remember more of the things that... what’s 8 

being said and what's been done.  Maybe my... but, 9 

what story to another, you know, but there’s so many 10 

times that we can’t even keep track of it, because 11 

we have it all in file, we put it all in order, 12 

because most of them are not even like,... oh, you 13 

wouldn’t believe what... like...  14 

And then, I think there was the second time 15 

they took them for the third time, that's when  16 

moved up North somewhere - I don't 17 

remember where – and he was... Daniel Latour was 18 

replacing him - I guess he was there - and then, I 19 

was... everything went well with him, with Daniel 20 

Latour.  Like, there was nothing wrong, you know, 21 

they just stared or closed the file, and that's what 22 

happened. 23 

And then came back, four (4) days after, 24 

she reopened my file after it was closed.  And I’ll 25 
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tell you right now, he didn’t have no motion to take 1 

my kids away.  Nothing whatsoever.  All the lawyers 2 

that I hired, all eight (8) of them, they can’t even 3 

find one motion of why they take my kids away. 4 

I should charge him with kidnapping, you know?  5 

I know my rights.  The things that he pulled, he 6 

should pay for.  He’s accounted for, accountable for 7 

a lot of things.  Because that's what he did.  You 8 

know, the things that he made me think and look at, 9 

you know, the questions that I asked to all the 10 

lawyers, you know, that's what... you know, they 11 

didn’t want to say it, but I know what they were 12 

trying to tell me.  But taking my kids without any 13 

motion, without no... just because he hated... hated 14 

me?  Who I am.  Or he’s just trying to prove his 15 

point to everybody in   That, we will 16 

never know, until he admits it.  17 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  18 

Thank you. 19 

M. :  20 

 Finding out...  Ah, excuse me.  Finding out a lot of 21 

things, what happens, it wasn’t... specially all 22 

the... all the violations of my rights and all 23 

the... all these things, he made me upset, you know.  24 

I wanted to be alone, you know, to think about other 25 



VOLUME 80 HC-21 
5 AVRIL 2018 
 
  

- 230 - 

stuff, what was being said to me, you know, it’s not 1 

easy to look to that day by day.  Everybody show the 2 

same thing, but... but if you didn’t do anything, 3 

why do they try to make an example out of me?  4 

Specially to a person that didn’t do nothing, and 5 

that was me.  Just for being me, I got picked on. 6 

But I... I fight back.  Nobody should be doing 7 

that to me at all, you know.  You shouldn’t be doing 8 

that to anybody that didn’t do nothing.  But if some 9 

people did it, well, that's their wrong doing. 10 

But they should be helping that person 11 

that's... that’s suffering, you know.  Because it’s 12 

called a “social disease”.  The way I see it 13 

anyways, it’s called a social disease.  It’s been 14 

passed on to generation to generation, you know.  15 

That's why I call it “social disease”, you know.   16 

Just got to put an end to it. 17 

It’s just like the doctors today.  When a woman 18 

has over thirty (30), they say they’re high risk.  19 

They don’t really define the word “risk” to a... 20 

pregnant lady.  They just tell, “you’re high risk”, 21 

that's it, plain and simple.  So I had to find out 22 

what do did they mean by “high risk”. 23 

So, they explained it to me, like in their 24 

medical term, it’s because they’re trying to stop 25 
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the diabetes from continuing to Native people, so 1 

they give them insulin while they’re pregnant, so 2 

that's going to stop them from carrying it.  You 3 

know what I mean?  They helped.  There was a way of 4 

doing it. 5 

So it’s the same thing with everybody.  It’s 6 

everybody’s got this social disease that needs to be 7 

stopped.  It’s like me, it’s like my grandparents 8 

too, they had drinking problems until they realized, 9 

they said, “no, I’ve got to stop”, you know.  I'm in 10 

that circle me too, I’m in that boat.  So they moved 11 

to the bush and they stayed there.  And same thing 12 

with my dad, same thing.  He worked all the time, 13 

but most of the time, like I said, I stayed in the 14 

bush, and, don’t [know them] too much.   15 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  16 

 Mr.  Mrs.  thank you for your 17 

sharing, it was a very interesting sharing.  Thank 18 

you.  19 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  20 

Is there something else?  You went through?   21 

Mrs. :  22 

Um.  23 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  24 

Essential matters you want to tell us?  I’ll ask Me 25 
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you discuss with Me Arpin, because usually we... at 1 

the Commission, we have agent talking with witnesses 2 

before they testify before the Commission.  And 3 

maybe if you have something that may be helpful for 4 

the Commission, Me Arpin will let you come forward 5 

and testify, okay?  We’ll suspend a few minutes.  6 

I’ll let Me Arpin discuss with you.   7 

VOIX FÉMININE NON IDENTIFIÉE :  8 

Okay.  9 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  10 

Okay?  Cinq (5) minutes suspension.  11 

LA GREFFIÈRE-AUDIENCIÈRE :  12 

 Oui, la suspension est... la Commission est 13 

suspendue pour cinq (5) minutes.  14 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  15 

Ça va.  16 

SUSPENSION 17 

---------- 18 

REPRISE 19 

LA GREFFIÈRE-AUDIENCIÈRE :  20 

La Commission reprend.  21 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  22 

 Ah, so, welcome back.  Me Arpin, I understand you 23 

have another witness?  24 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  25 
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 I just wanted to add another thing.  It says...  Oh 1 

well, she asked me the question before I came here.  2 

This morning she said, “what would you recommend the 3 

changes...”  4 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  5 

Yes.  6 

Mrs. :  7 

... of the DPJ?”  8 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  9 

I’m interested to hear about that.  10 

Mrs. : 11 

 For me, I would like to see more workers of First 12 

Nations people to be working in the DPJ file.  For 13 

us, in there’s not much... there’s not 14 

even a Native worker that had worked with us, 15 

besides  that I know of, that is... 16 

that's Native.  And there’s  too. 17 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  18 

Um.  19 

Mrs. :  20 

 But I don't know if Daniel Latour is an Indian, 21 

but...  22 

VOIX MASCULINE NON IDENTIFIÉE :  23 

Yes he was.  24 

Mrs. :  25 
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 I'm just wondering if there could be more 1 

Anishinaabe people doing this.  I know it takes a 2 

lot of degrees to get it, but it’s just a simple 3 

thing, to go and intervene in a family, you know, 4 

what's wrong or what's right.  But I see a lot of 5 

that in my community because... and I see a lot of 6 

violence.  You don’t... for me, you don’t really 7 

need a big paper saying that, you’re a social 8 

worker.  You know, you just got to follow the 9 

procedure, what it’s on the Indian Act... uh, not 10 

Indian Act, the Youth Protection Act (laughing).  11 

Because I read so many acts that’s why I'm... I said 12 

Indian... 13 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  14 

Yes.  15 

Mrs. :  16 

... Act. 17 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  18 

Maybe too many acts.  (Laughing)   19 

Mrs. :  20 

But, you know, it’s...  21 

M. :  22 

 Okay.  All right.  No, it’s more like 23 

interpretations, you know what I mean.  To interpret 24 

some people.  Because not everybody’s like my aunts 25 
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and stuff like that, they don’t speak good English, 1 

they don’t... they understand a little bit more than 2 

what they can speak, you know what I mean.  It’s 3 

like the same thing with French, you know, it’s... 4 

Because they... a few times you’ve been given a 5 

paper that's in French, and I can’t read French too, 6 

you know what I mean?  So I have to...  So, they 7 

would have to ask somebody else to interpret what's 8 

been given to me. 9 

For me, even though, I speak a little bit of 10 

French, enough to get by, but I don’t understand my 11 

thing, but I... just enough to get by and that's 12 

what I need.  And then, but some people in my 13 

reserve, it’s what I mean, they need an interpreter, 14 

you know what I mean, to... because I know there’s a 15 

few people that I know that can translate, you know.  16 

Me too, I can translate some words in English, to 17 

Algonquin, but most of the words don’t exist, you 18 

know what I mean, so.  I would have to try to put it 19 

to pieces to... for the person to understand, 20 

because you know, the... it’s like, most of it are 21 

made up by a priest the words in Algonquin, so I 22 

would have to try to mix it up, you know what I 23 

mean.  Because you know, the dialect is very 24 

different compared to even though they’re 25 
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Algonquins too, you know what I mean, they just... 1 

just the dialects, that's really really messed up. 2 

You can’t just pick anybody out there to 3 

translate Algonquin in my reserve, and they rapidly 4 

can’t go to another reserve to try to interpret that 5 

language.  It has to be in that reserve.  You can’t 6 

just go from there and try to put this guy in there.  7 

It doesn’t work like that.  And I wish you had a 8 

magic wand and make it like that, but it just 9 

doesn’t happen. 10 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  11 

 The spirit of what is written has to been 12 

translated.  13 

M. :  14 

Yes.  Exactly.  15 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  16 

Not only the words. 17 

M. :  18 

Yeah.  19 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  20 

Okay.   21 

M. :  22 

Because...  23 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  24 

Yes?  25 
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person is misinterpreting the word.  1 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  2 

 I understand that you feel that, what's necessary 3 

shall be done so the people can understand very well 4 

what's going on.  What... 5 

M. :  6 

Yes, exactly.  7 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  8 

 What reason things are done in such a way and not 9 

another way.   10 

M. :  11 

 And some people can’t read because they quit school, 12 

you know what I mean.  They don’t understand the 13 

word, what they’re putting, you know, because some 14 

of them don’t really have a high education like 15 

myself, you know what I mean, but...  16 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  17 

 I understand people giving information, explanation, 18 

should make sure that explanations are well 19 

understood.  20 

M. :  21 

Yes. 22 

Mrs. :  23 

 Uh, I was just thinking in my head.  There’s one 24 

thing that’s really, really bothering me, is that, 25 
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LE COMMISSAIRE :  1 

But I wish it could be possible to settle those 2 

matters with people involved, and sitting all 3 

together and trying to find consensus, solutions, 4 

and... 5 

Mrs. :  6 

The thing...  7 

Me SUZANNE ARPIN :  8 

And again...  9 

Mrs. :  10 

... that I would like to have them change is, when 11 

you become a social worker, how do they teach in 12 

colleges?  13 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  14 

Um.  15 

Mrs. :  16 

That's one of the things that I'm... that's where 17 

my head is, you know.  They... because they become 18 

so... a social worker, a psychiatrist, a therapist, 19 

a lawyer, all in one.  20 

LE COMMISSAIRE:  21 

Uh-hum.  22 

Mrs. :  23 

But yet, they are social worker. 24 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  25 
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At the end that is, yeah. 1 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  2 

Yeah.  Now we have... you see, it’s written 3 

“listening”,...  4 

Mrs. :  5 

Okay.  6 

LE COMMISSAIRE :  7 

... and then “reconciliation and progress”.  Now, 8 

we are in the process of listening.  Listening to 9 

you people, this morning before you, and people 10 

tomorrow and next week and the week after.  We will 11 

listen like this till December, few weeks a month, 12 

two (2) or three (3) weeks a month, listening to 13 

people having to say something. 14 

Sometimes I'm happy to listen to some thing 15 

going well.  So when it’s going well, we want to 16 

know it, so it can be implemented elsewhere, when 17 

it’s going well. 18 

When it’s going wrong, we want to know about 19 

that also, to try to find ways to improve, so 20 

it’s... if it’s going wrong, that some things may 21 

change... may make it going well later, after.  We 22 

want to know what’s going well, what's going on, 23 

concerning public services involved by the Inquiry.  24 

So that’s what’s going on.  Does it answer your 25 










